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PRESS RELEASE – March 12, 2018 
 
 
SUPERINTENDENT SARA MAGAÑA SHUBEL, PH.D., TO RETIRE 
AFTER 12 YEARS IN EGRPS 
 
 
East Grand Rapids – East Grand Rapids Public Schools Superintendent Sara Shubel, Ph.D., 
announced at the regular March Board of Education meeting her retirement after 12 years of 
leadership for the district. Her retirement is effective at the end of the 2017-2018 school year.  
 
“Dr. Shubel has continued to move our school district forward to the highest level of accomplishment 
in public education,” said East Grand Rapids Public Schools Board President, Natalie Bernecker. 
She said the board will immediately begin to search for a successor with a goal of filling the position 
by July 1, 2018. 
 
“I have had the professional and personal privilege of serving as Superintendent of East Grand 
Rapids Public Schools, giving my full dedication to our students, educators, staff, families, 
community, and the 20 board members I have had the privilege to work with during the past 12 
years,” said Superintendent Shubel.   
 
“Dr. Shubel’s visionary focus toward student success and her collaborative approach to engaging 
staff and administration, together with her ability to cultivate parent involvement and effective 
communication with the school community, have contributed to maintaining our tradition of 
excellence in education. Her legacy of dedication to public education and providing an exceptional 
education while focused on developing the whole child will continue to be realized in the years to 
come,” said Bernecker. 
 
“I am confident that East Grand Rapids Public Schools will remain rich in traditions while continuing 
to focus on the future. I retire as superintendent knowing that this district will continue to thrive as it 
has for many years because of the exceptional teachers, staff, board, parents, and community that 
work in collaboration of behalf of our students. Although my retirement is near, my dedication, 
commitment, and advocacy work on behalf of public education will not be coming to an end; 
however, it is time for a new leader to continue building on what we have accomplished 
collaboratively in our district and I am looking forward to this new chapter in life,” said Shubel.  

 


